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What is Deep Understanding?
▪ Learning grammar? Understanding key vocabulary? Locating 

information?

▪ To achieve deep understanding, it requires students to 
• truly appreciate what they are reading and connect personally to 

the message for personal development and change (Botelho, 2021); 
• think critically about the topic, analysing and evaluating 

meaningfully the impact of the written text in the real world (Luke, 
2019); 

• learn about perspective-taking, comprehend others’ feelings and 
attitudes, and explore real-world topics vicariously through the 
characters in stories (Bland, 2022). 
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Selecting & reading texts for in-depth learning



Ridl Framework: 4 Interconnected Dimensions



Implementation of the Ridl Framework in the Core ESL program context

✓ Public elementary school

✓ 2 hours on a cycle of 10 days.

✓ Underprivileged sector.

✓ Low English language competency

level.

✓ Low motivation towards ESL learning.

✓ Behavior issues 

THE CONTEXTPICTUREBOOK



BENEFITS 

✓ It stimulates teachers to think, search

for or create meaningful and 

purposeful activities. 

✓ It connects the ESL class with the 

students’ real life and experiences. 

✓ It promotes a more holistic approach to 

language learning. Not just vocabulary

centered.

✓ It enables the development of the three

competencies required in the Quebec’s

ESL program. 

✓ It increases students’ engagement.

✓ Students see meaning and a purpose in 

the final activity. 

To note...

✓ Requires time both for planning and 

implementing. 

✓ Strategic use of L1 could be allowed. 

✓ Teacher should offer constant support 

to students with a low competency in 

English = Differentiation is essential. 



https://shorturl.at/MJFvM
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